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Summary of main points about education in the Budget 
from a child poverty perspective:  
 
Charmaine Pountney 
 
 
  
Good points: 

• more money for early childhood education (which is the best area for dealing with issues 
of poverty, health, culture, etc - and which has the best curriculum statement and 
bicultural commitment)  

• continuation of and small expansion of environmental education and Te Kotahitanga 
programmes  

• continuation of social workers in schools scheme  

Weaknesses: 

• not enough funding for Maori education, especially kura kaupapa - this needs expanding 
and resourcing hugely, with support for teacher education and professional development 
too  

• nothing to provide for education of tauiwi about Treaty issues - or for dealing with racism 
in schools (this has never been mentioned in a budget under any government, although 
it continues to be  a pressing issue related to educational underachievement)  

• no expansion of social workers in schools programme (in spite of demonstrated success 
of such programmes for integrted family support)  

• no new teacher education initiatives  
• no recognition of the need for Decile One and Two schools to be developed as centres of 

excellence for learning rather than problems  
• no vision - no commitment to transformation of schools into centres of community 

development, supporting families 

In summary: 
This is not a bad budget, just a disappointing one.  We would hope for next year's to include 
practical support for schools dealing with issues of poverty - eg provision of funds for food, school 
nurses, social workers etc as of right, not just in selected trial programmes. And I'd like to see 
New Zealand take a lead in developing innovative approaches to the education of the children of 
the poor - breaking the cycle of poverty, illness and underachievment through targeted 
empowerment of families based in schools as community centres. 
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